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Foreword

Welcome to the Archives of the History of Industrial Technologies Network in Japanese Museums (HITNET), a
comprehensive database made by the National Museum of Nature and Science (NMNS). This database presents
various museums exhibits dedicated to industrial technologies in Japan.

The current exhibition from the HITNET focuses on four museums associated with essential Japanese seasonings:
sa (sugar), shi (salt), se (soy sauce), and so (miso), with a thematic emphasis on “taste”. Please note that su (vinegar)
was covered in the first exhibition and is omitted here.

We invite you to delve into the rich history of industrial technology, a force that has not only enhanced our daily
lives but has also played a significant role in shaping our cultural identity. Your interest and admiration in this
exhibition contribute to the ongoing in-depth research of our technological heritage. Thank you for being a part of

this exploration with us.

The Center of the History of Japanese Industrial Technology

National Museum of Nature and Science, Tokyo
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Disseminating culture on sugar beets

The Sugar Beet Museum was opened in 1989 to celebrate the 70th anniversary of
the founding of Nippon Beet Sugar Manufacturing Co., Ltd., which promoted the
sugar business in the magnificent land of Hokkaido, and was expanded and
renovated in 2019 to celebrate its centenary. The museum aims to contribute to the
development of beet cultivation, one of Hokkaido's key crops, by widely
introducing the history of the hardships and development of sugar beet cultivation
and sugar production in Japan and the changes in technology, as well as collecting
and managing related materials.
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Museum of beet sugar production which has been with Hokkaido’s pioneering spirit
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Kakukyu Hatcho Miso Historical Museum
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Extensive introduction to the history and brewing culture of Hatcho miso

Miso is a fermented food rich in amino acids, minerals and vitamins, and adds colour to many household
tables. Among these miso products, Hatcho miso, which has been produced in Hatcho-cho, Okazaki, Aichi
Prefecture, since the early Edo period, is a traditional soybean miso made from soybeans and salt only.
Okazaki is the birthplace of Tokugawa leyasu and the legend of his love of soybean miso is very famous. The
distinctive astringency and flavour of Hatcho miso, produced using traditional methods, has been familiar
to people all over Japan to this day. The Hatcho Miso Historical Museum is a corporate museum that opened
in 1991 after renovating and improving a miso warehouse built in 1907. In a factory tour, as well as the
museum, you will also be shown around the inside of the warehouse where miso is matured. In the
Gensenkan behind the shop, panels on the history and brewing culture of Hatcho miso are on display.
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Historical museum dedicated to the tradition and taste of Hatcho miso
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Ako Marine Science Museum
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Important base for salt production in the Seto Inland Sea: Ako

The Setouchi region, with its mild climate and low rainfall, has long been known as a
salt-producing region. This museum is a science museum introducing the sea and salt, built on
the site of a large salt field in Ako. The museum consists of four zones: the entrance “Invitation
to the Sea”, the “Salt Gallery” which introduces salt in a comprehensive way, the “Sea Gallery”
which introduces the tidal phenomenon and fish from the sea around Ako, and the “Ako’s
Gallery” which introduces the geology and climate of Ako. “The Salt Country”, which is
attached to the museum, is one of the largest restored salt field facilities in Japan, symbolising
“Banshu-Ako, the town that produced the highest quality salt in Japan”, which is registered as
a Japanese Heritage Site. Visitors can experience for free making salt by boiling the
high-salinity seawater collected from the “flow-down” method salt fields.
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Science museum introducing the sea and salt on the site of former salt pans
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Marukin Soy Sauce Memorial Museum

Memorial museum with the aroma of delicious soy sauce
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Shodoshima Island: one of the top soy sauce production areas

Shodoshima, situated off the coast of Takamatsu City in Kagawa Prefecture, is the
second-largest island in the Seto Inland Sea. Renowned as one of Japan’s leading regions for
the production of soy sauce, olives, and hand-pulled Somen noodles, the museum serves as
the corporate museum of “Marukin,” a prominent soy sauce brand on Shodoshima Island. In
celebration of its 80th anniversary, Marukin renovated a brewery building from the Taisho era
(1912-1926) into a memorial museum in 1987. The museum, housed in a quaint Gassho-style
building, showcases the history of soy sauce and its production, featuring actual tools. As part
of the museum’s unique program, visitors have the opportunity to try pressing mashed
soybeans, known as “moromi,” and extracting soy sauce with their hands.
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