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®Foreword

The National Museum of Nature and Science (NMNS) hosts HITNET, a database
for exploring collections from Japanese industrial technology museums.

This exhibition spotlights four museums, focusing on “metal”, highlighting
Japan’s unique metal and metalworking technologies.

Enjoy discovering the history of industrial technologies that shaped our culture
and daily lives.

The Center of the History of Japanese Industrial Technology
National Museum of Nature and Science, Tokyo
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Tsubame Industrial Museum
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Museum which records the history of metalworking industry  <since the 17th century in Tsubame City>
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Discover Tsubame’s History as a Metalworking Hub

Tsubame City in Niigata Prefecture is renowned for its metalworking industry. The Tsubame
Industrial Museum, established in 1973, preserves and showcases the city's industrial origins
and history.The museum highlights Tsubame's journey from Edo-period metal crafts to its
modern metalworking industry.Notable exhibits include one of Japan’s largest collections
of kiseru tobacco pipes, global spoon collections, and Mokume-gane works by Living
National Treasure Norio Tamagawa.ln the Workshop Hall, visitors can enjoy hands-on
experiences like tsuchime hammering, a key step in crafting traditional Tsuiki Copperware.
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Nippon Mining Museum
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The Origin of Hitachi City’s Industrial Growth: the Hitachi Mine

In 1905, Fusanosuke Kuhara acquired the Akasawa Copper Mine in present-day Hitachi City,
Ibaraki Prefecture, and reopened it as the Hitachi Mine. This marked the beginning of
Hitachi City's industrial growth and the foundation of the Nissan Konzern, which included
companies like Hitachi, Ltd. and Nissan Motor Co., Ltd. Our museum, built in 1985 to
commemorate the mine's 80th anniversary, is a corporate museum located on the former
the Hitachi Mine site. Exhibits include historical artifacts, vertical shafts, and mining
machinery, offering insights into the history of the Hitachi Mine and the development of
Hitachi City.
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A historical museum located deep in the mountains of Hitachi

BERHROXFLDOERZRZET

[AE]TE BIMILORENSK120FCHIEZIXER
TN—TDELEBNLTNET . OF DHETEHREHOAIMLL
[CRBUCEEZTY IRV ER FUEDBHEE. BA2EY
HRESEHNSEH AR EOELETETRETET
T T FEY A SHEMIE) F TORERITOZEEZHND A
TEEY .

BEETT
[SELLERIEE] (3. 1944 (CRTONEAEZEEZFALTHY.
LBEHEAINTUOZHIEH P AR IS T Ly — 5 S OShLLER
ZRRUTOET . BISHLISBIESEH S . BiffT- SR ROMERIL-
AL RRICHEEL . SN TREBIGEEME LIS DAY
FUle. Fe MRS SINES NS00 RDILBEIRA L RR
LTLEY,

HIE#ILT> 3> KBV Ty —

[—LL—5R| D¥EHE AR
BRIl thDEELLE B (IR ICRIBL TWELE. AR
BB BHHSHENNERRIETERERISLDICE.
[EEBHROUTEIFTIRIEOWINREEEZE U ZD7
D HEPRER R ISR SR B ST OATEKE
B EISEALEUZ. COBWEAHN [—IU—R] EMEN B IR550
HEAEBALDTY . HETE BIFOMILBTINEEE . R{EZT
ZATHBALTVET,

[Shve:NITIESE=Fedae:t S
KIC&) . BFEHOKREL
ANERRUELED HET
RET BHHRBA AN EL
DUMPERIEYICIHEER
FeRABEENRELE
Utz B2 A R PR
MW RFEEL o1
THEROKRICHFER—F
WKEBREZHL.EER
BDRRICHFSLEUIL. &
e FRBELIL&ZEIBS
Bl FFIIHF TS
OTYREEBVWEAE
#91,0005AEMLE LIz, v_ &
REOABR9935 3301 65U TE0 EA T IRY TS

g oncs

MSEHLZBR TRHE LB VREM
IXEE(E REICDEWIB IR OFEEE D 5%
BREEL RAETRIEERAMBZRLHETZZIHICH
1A REEHRIGLTVET T T ATOMMT
BHBERRICERINBIR/NYIN YT I—T YN E
RN T 7 REVET . COMEHZ AY—R T4,

NV Tt I—RE BRHROH5WBIBE
TRAMEBBVEFETY 3. BRERLCT V. R
ZPTOIITIUPT VWS BN ERS b
BOEFPRITEZAGITTOET . 55 HHIETR
AIRGFM ELTEDfMEZFELRITHETULD,

A2 BRERIUT
{ESR-FTEHREBEED/NGH
[HBHETDEVVESR]
SO BIEmLO [
KEZRREOIER |
[CESWEHDTT 1
SRR
B ESHEDR
BICHARBF A AN
TWET. 1969FICHK
TN, 201 9F(CRETES

ENFLL TSAA0BVER] FEAS XEXE




EEIEEE SAKAI DENSHOKAN (XERFgsiH)

Sakai Traditional Crafts Museum
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Showcasing Sakai’s Traditional Industries

Around the 16th century, Sakai City prospered as an international trading hub, leading to
the birth of new cultures, technologies, and industries. Since then, Sakai's traditional crafts
have supported daily life and culture.

Sakai Traditional Crafts Museum is a facility that brings together a variety of Sakai traditional
industries, including Sakai-forged knives, Naniwa hand-dyed textiles, Sakai incense, and
more. The museum exhibits, sells, and holds workshops for them. On the first floor, a
selection of knives, hand-dyed tenugui, incense, kelp products, Sakai confections, and other
items are available. On the second floor, the SAKAI KNIFE MUSEUM "CUT" showcases the
history and techniques of Sakai's forged knives. Additionally, the TAKUMI EXHIBITION
highlights other traditional industries and crafts, excluding knives. This space also hosts live
demonstrations and hands-on workshops.
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Sakai forged knives museum & shop
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Wako Museum
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Comprehensive museum of TATARA iron making, an ancient Japanese iron-manufacturing method
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Opened as part of the “Iron Road Cultural Zone” initiative
Wako refers to steel produced by the tatara method (using iron sand
and charcoal).The museum opened in April 1993 as part of the Iron
Road Cultural Zone (Yasugi, Unnan, Okuizumo), aiming to highlight
regional heritage and foster local pride.lt succeeded the Wako
Memorial Museum (founded in 1946), inheriting its collection and

serving as a hub for regional collaboration.
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