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A Positive Study on the Technique of Mechanism
in the Edo Era
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Abstract

This paper tries to consider the technique of mechanism in the Edo era by
investigating Japanese automaton ‘Karakuri’, which is one of mechanical technics
in Edo era. It is suggested that karakuri may have been short of motive power
which is an important factor to advance the technique of mechanism, but it was on
the Karakuri techniques that the comprehension of the western technology intro-
duced to Japan after the Meiji restoration was based.
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