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Abstract Joji Sakurai (1858-1939) is a Japanese chemist who played an important role in begin-
ning modern chemistry research in Japan and in establishing Japanese academic research system
during the Meiji, Taisho and the early Showa periods (from 1880s to 1930s). Many of his historical
materials were kept by his descendents and were donated to several Japanese museums and institu-
tions. National Museum of Nature and Science, Japan, acquired a part of the collection in 1988,
1997 and 2001. In this article, the author outlines the collection and discusses some characteristic
materials in the collection. The discussed issues are as follows: The gold medal that Sakurai
received as the first prize of chemistry examination from University College London in 1877 at the
age of 18, and the manuscript of his autobiography recorded the remarkable influence of his moth-
er’s faith about education and western studies on his career. The author also discusses in detail a
photograph titled “The Welcome party for Mr. and Mrs. Griffis, May 4, 1927”. From related litera-
tures, the author has concluded that this welcome party was held by old students of M. E. Griffis
who had taught them from 1872 to 1874 at Kaisei Gakko, one of the first Japanese higher educa-
tional institutions. All of the Japanese attendants are identified from Sakurai’s memo and litera-
tures and are found to be leading figures who played distinguished roles in modernizing Japan.

Key words: Joji Sakurai, history of chemistry in Japan, University College London, W. E.
Griffis, modernization of Japan
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IT IS HEREBY CERTIFICATE
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of Japan
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Class of Mineralogy

Delivered during the Session 1876-77

and in testimony of our approbation of the manner
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We present him with this the First Certificate

And the First Prize.
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The Imperial Hotel of Tokyo, May 29, 1927
Dear Sasaki

What pleasant memories of your honored father,
and of our mutual experiences in Fukui, 1871 and
1927, rise up before me! And then, later, the joys of
the wedding feast, to which you so kindly invited us,
so that we saw both bride and daughter in one.

Now, further, will you communicate with the Kaisei
Gakko gentlemen, to thank them for their courtesies
extended to us; and for the photograph so eloquent a
reminder of their friendship! Kindly do so. We are here
until June 11.

With all good wishes, Sincerely yours
W. E. Griffis.
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