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The Picture Postcards Titled “The Tokyo Peace Exhibition, Tri-color Printing”
(Alternative Version)

Toshio KuBoTA

Center of the History of Japanese Industrial Technology, National Museum of Nature and Science,
4-1-1 Amakubo, Tsukuba-shi, Ibaraki 305-0005, Japan
e-mail: kubota@kahaku.go.jp

Abstract The picture postcards titled “The Tokyo Peace Exhibition, Tri-color Printing” (alterna-
tive version) are a set of the postcards that were prepared for the opening of the 1922 (Taisho 11)
exhibition in Tokyo's Ueno Park. The prewar-era exhibition did more than dispatch news of the
latest developments in a variety of fields. Analyses of picture postcards featuring the pavilion as
the motif indicate the exhibition also conveyed new ideas about architecture. It is thought that the
collection of these documents enables us to know how the ideas caught on and spread in Japan. A
postcard introduced earlier with the same title differed in content. By sorting the similarities
including the design of the address side and the caption notation, as well as differentiating the
times subjects were photographed, we learn that this postcard, as an “original” so to speak, is
closer than the earlier one to the form of postcards initially sold in connection with the exhibition.
Key words: The Tokyo Peace Exhibition, Bunriha Kenchiku Kai, picture postcard
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