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Abstract Hantaro Nagaoka (1865-1950) is one of the first physicists of Japan and best known
for his studies on Saturnian atomic model in the early 1900s. We investigated several notebooks
contained in Hantaro Nagaoka Papers, a collection held by the National Museum of Nature and
Science in Japan. Some of the notebooks related to his studies have been organized under Profes-
sor Period and RIKEN Period, which indicate the time when Nagaoka was active as a researcher
between 1890s and 1940s. As a result of this investigation into 112 notebooks from these periods,
we found no notebook on the Saturnian atomic model and most of them are on earthquakes, tsuna-
mis, geophysics. There are also several notebooks on the subjects which are not found in his aca-
demic papers. This result indicates the notebooks’ potential value for historical studies on Naga-
oka'’s research activity.
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