
Crustaceans of Japan: Part 1

The Japanese Archipelago extends north to south for more than 3000 km, covering the cold to
subtropical zones. It provides extremely diverse habitats, which enable to harbor very rich marine
fauna. The crustacean fauna of Japan is relatively well documented compared with other regions in
East Asia. About 5420 described species are known from our country at the time of 2002, according to
the database of the Japanese Biota Species Number Survey, compiled by the senior editor with gener-
ous help from many colleagues (http://research2.kahaku.go.jp/ujssb/search?KINGDOM�Animalia&
PHYLUM�Arthropoda&SUBPHYLUM�Mandibulata). Nevertheless, the presence ofabout 1850 un-
described or unrecorded species in Japan was also estimated for Maxillopoda (57 species) and Mala-
costraca (about 1800 species). Particularly, publication of new taxa is in urgent need for precise inven-
tory of biodiversity, although dicovery of new crustacean species is continuous.

In this volume, 16 papers report 27 new eumalacostracan species from Japanese waters, belong-
ing to four orders, 15 families and 24 genera, including two new asellote genera. In addition, two
species are recorded for the first time from the area. Of the 27 new species, 22 species are described
from the Nansei Islands or Ogasawara Islands, suggesting that many undescribed species still await
discovery in these subtropical islands. The papers of this volume were submitted by Japanese carcinol-
ogists, but also include those by colleagues from Singapore.

We deeply express out sincere thanks to referees who kindly reviewed the manuscripts submitted
to this volume: Shane T. Ahyong (National Institute of Water and Atmosphere, New Zealand), Arthur
Anker (Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute, Panama), Hiroyuki Ariyama (Marine Fisheries Re-
search Center, Osaka Prefectural Government), Alexander J. Bruce (Queensland Museum), Ernesto
Campos (Universidad Autónoma de Baja California), Peter Castro (California State Polytechnic Uni-
versity), Paul F. Clark (The Natural History Museum), Peter J. F. Davie (Queensland Museum), Brenda
Lía Doti (Universidad de Buenos Aires), Sammy De Grave (Oxford University Museum of Natural
History), Yukio Hanamura (Japan International Research Center for Agricultural Sciences), Alexandra
Hiller (Justus-Liebig-Universität), Xinzhen Li (Institute of Oceanology, Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences), Ivan Marin (A. N. Severtzov Institute of Ecology and Evolution, Russian Academy of Sci-
ences), Joel W. Martin (Natural History Museum, Los Angeles County), Masaaki Murano, Patsy A.
McLaughlin (Shannon Point Marine Center, Western Washington University), Colin L. McLay (Uni-
versity of Canterbury), Masayuki Osawa (University of the Ryukyus), Bertrand Richer de Forges (In-
stitut de Recherche pour le Développement, New Caledonia), Hsi-Te Shih (National Chung Hsing
University), Helen E. Stoddart (Australian Museum), Jörundur Svavarsson (University of Iceland),
Marcos Tavares (Museu de Zoologia, Universidade de Sao Paulo), Ko Tomikawa (Hiroshima Universi-
ty), Wim Vader (Tromsø Museum), Bernd Werding (Justus-Liebig-Universität), and Darren C. J. Yeo
(National University of Singapore).
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